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The ethics behind “three-parent babies”
Elizabeth Helmkamp – Staff Writer
Mitochondria live in every cell in your
body, breaking down sugars into packets
of energy to power almost every process
necessary for cells to live. They have their
own set of DNA, separate from the DNA
found in the nucleus of the cell.
A child inherits all mitochondria from his
or her mother. If a mother has a problem
with her mitochondria, this problem causes
all of her children to have this problem,
too, which can sometimes be fatal.
“Three parent babies” is the popular name
for the new and controversial technique for
treating inherited mitochondrial diseases.
The process, a form of in-vitro fertilization,
takes the nucleus out of the mother’s egg
and places it in a different egg with healthy
mitochondria.
A couple gave birth to the first child born
using this process in Mexico on Apr. 1.
Dr. Jeff Ploegstra, a professor of biology
at Dordt, said that the term “three parent
baby” is a bit of a misleading name. A
paternity test would only show two parents,
because the nuclear DNA is unaffected.
So what are the ethical implications of
this process?
Both the ends and the means must be
considered in a debate on the ethics of new
medical technology. Ploegstra said that
the ends for this process are to fix what is
“pretty clearly a profound problem” and

not simply some unwanted trait.
“I don’t see a problem with the ends at
this point,” Ploegstra said.
However, the ends are not the only thing
to consider when discussing ethics.
Maddie Vande Kamp, a Bio 180 TA, said,
“Morally, I would say no [to this process],
because we are messing with life. Even
though we do in-vitro, it’s just another
step closer to making genetically-modified
people.”
Senior Jenna Veenstra said, “If anything
does go wrong, it’s going to be passed on if
the baby survives.”
Dr. Ploegstra had a different stance on
medical processes which involve genetics.
To him, the question is not about “playing
God” - because the whole healthcare
system is already doing so, and that is part
of what we are supposed to do.
“The question instead is: Are we doing it
with the intent of loving God and loving
our neighbor, and doing it with the intent
of bringing about shalom? Are we doing it
with care?” Ploegstra said.
These questions should be asked about all
medical processes.
“If a person has sickle cell disease, should
we try to fix that? I think so,” Ploegstra
said. “However, if it just makes someone
taller or better at an activity, I don’t think
we need to mess with that.”
Ploegstra says the ethical questions and
problems posed by this process are the

How is 3-parent IVF different from “normal IVF”?
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
What is In Vitro Fertilization (IVF)?
IVF is a clinical procedure that can help infertile
couples bear a child of their own.
How does it work?
In IVF, mature eggs are collected from the
prospective mother’s ovaries and fertilized by sperm
in the lab. The newly fertilized egg—an embryo—is
implanted in the woman’s uterus. In some instances,
donor eggs, sperm and even donor embryos can be
used. This is convenient because, if the husband’s
sperm or the wife’s eggs are defective, IVF provides
the couple with a chance to successfully bear a
child. (The in vitro part refers to the fact that the
egg is fertilized in a lab rather than in a woman.)
Are there downsides to IVF?
Yes. For one, it is an expensive procedure,
and sometimes it takes a few cycles before an
embryo successfully implants. Also, there’s no
guarantee that IVF will be effective. This process,
compounded with the social stigma of infertility,
can take an emotional toll on couples.
IVF also poses various risk to the mother,

same ethical questions posed by in-vitro
fertilization.
“While I might have objections on
that side, I don’t think there are any new
objections,” he said. He did not think that it
would be long before America allowed this
practice, because these things have already

including increased likelihood of multiple births
(which can be dangerous), internal organ damage
during the egg-retrieval procedure and “ovarian
hyperstimulation syndrome” (which can result in
abdominal pain, bloating, nausea, vomiting, and
diarrhea or - if symptoms are severe - rapid weight
gain and shortness of breath).
How long has IVF been around?
The first successful birth of an IVF-conceived
child was in 1978. In recent years, millions of
couples have conceived using IVF. IVF is a pretty
standard procedure now, but 3-parent IVF is still
very new (and for good reason).
How does 3-parent IVF differ from “normal
IVF”?
Normally, IVF just uses egg and sperm from two
donors: a donor father for the sperm and a donor
mother for the egg. Three-parent IVF, as its name
suggests, requires DNA from three people. So, the
father will contribute sperm, a donor mother will
contribute mitochondria (who have their own DNA)
by donating her egg without the nucleus, and the
birth mother will contribute her egg’s nucleus.
Information taken from Mayo Clinic

been dealt with.
These are questions we should all be
asking, especially considering that many
Dordt students will be entering medical
professions in the future.

Clown craze escalates: no laughing matter
Meagan DeGraaf – Staff Writer
What began with a few hooligans dressing
up as clowns and waving at security
cameras to scare the public has escalated
into a nationwide epidemic larger than any
pair of clown shoes.
This clown craze first received national
coverage in South Carolina, where men
dressed as clowns allegedly attempted to
lure children into wooded areas by offering
them candy and toys, or just ordering
the children to follow. Since children are
typically taught not to follow strangers—
especially bizarre ones such as these—
many children immediately alerted their
parents.
After police investigated the reports, the
story garnered media interest. From there,
kids, teens and adults alike have jumped on
the creepy clown bandwagon. Many more
reports were called in soon after the initial
scares, and the amount of sightings has
increased exponentially since then.
Now the clowns have been spotted all
over America. Some estimate that over

forty states have been affected so far,
and many clowns have been arrested for
anything from disorderly conduct to assault
or intent to harm others.
Some clowns are just kids dressing up
and scaring their friends, but some people
are using this hysteria and newfound
anonymity to commit crimes. Reports
of stabbings and robberies by persons
in clown dress have led many police
departments to issue statements.
Some school districts have been forced to
go on lockdown or even temporarily shut
down due to threats against schools and
students.
One school district in Southern Alabama
shut down after anonymous threats of
gun violence were posted to their online
profiles. The culprits were afterwards
revealed to be an adult woman and two
children who thought it would be just
a funny prank rather than a big scare for
students and teachers.
Other schools throughout the country
have gone on lockdown after spotting
clowns walking around outside their

buildings,
sometimes
holding weapons or
trying to enter the
buildings.
There have also been
confirmed and rumored
sightings in Northwest
Iowa.
One
Twitter
account with the handle
@IowaClowns promises
to update followers on
every possible sighting
of clowns in the state of
Iowa.
On Oct. 3, the account tweeted about a
clown in Sioux Center, offering only a
brief description: red hair, a red nose and
a rainbow costume. Just a day later, the
account posted a video from a resident of
Sheldon, Iowa, which featured a man in
traditional clown costume walking slowly
across a cemetery in town.
While many of these sightings are just
kids and adults trying to get some attention
and a laugh or two, some are dangerous;
select schools have even banned clown

costumes for Halloween to prevent any
actual violence. The Target chain, along
with some smaller retailers, has decided to
stop selling the traditional scary masks in
an effort to slow down the craze.
Clowns are traditionally meant to be
innocent entertainment for kids, but recent
events have turned them into something
they are not: a terror to the nation and
neighborhood.
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Shirley Folkerts summer of life-or-death
Elizabeth Bouwkamp – Staff Writer
“If anything else would have happened, I
don’t know what we would have done,” Shirley
Folkerts said as she reflected on “the summer
incident.”
Shirley Folkerts, Instructor of Business
Administration at Dordt College, experienced
the uncertain situation which inspired these
words first-hand after a car robbery in British
Columbia this summer. She returned with her
husband, Rudy, to their home in Sioux Center
with only $15 cash and 2 gallons of gas.
Rudy managed to escape another lifethreatening event earlier this summer. While
Rudy was biking, he was hit by a semi-truck
that never stopped. He suffered little injury,
but a second tragic summer event proved less
fortunate.
In 2012, Rudy and Shirley began riding bikes
cross-country. Their love for experiencing
the outdoors through biking and hiking took
them back to Rudy’s home province of British
Columbia this summer.
While in British Columbia, the couple decided
to go hiking. They had hiked to Elk Mountain
before, but the ridge and the following
mountain, Thursten, offered new territory for
them to explore.
The Friday hike appeared beautiful and
serene, with fog rising out of the mountain.
Rudy and Shirley arrived at Thursten’s peak
with no trouble, but near the end of the return
trip, Rudy noticed movement down below near

their car in the parking lot.
“Someone’s breaking into our car,” he
remembers saying in disbelief.
Rudy then took off running while yelling at
the strangers surrounding his car.
“What do you think you are doing!”
Immediately after catching up to the thieves’
car, he fell on the ground. As the getaway car
left, a woman in the passenger seat sprayed him
twice with bear spray.
“Bear spray makes your whole nose, nasal
cavity, your throat…everything just stings,”
said Shirley. “My husband’s throat pained him
for a few hours after the initial spray. It was hard
to stand away and watch it all happen,” she said.
The robbers made off with the couples’
backpacks and computers, Shirley’s wedding
ring in her purse and Rudy’s Green Card.
“It tarnished the whole day,” she said as she
recounted the almost $5,000 worth of stolen
items.
Soon after the incident, the couple drove to
the police. In the meantime, the robbers used
$600-$700 of the couple’s money with a stolen
credit card. Rudy and Shirley were forced to
make arrangements to repeal the credit card
charges and fix their broken window. Rudy
remembered the license plate number, but
police said that three other instances that day
reported the same license plate number. A stolen
plate, they assumed.
Shirley questioned why the car alarm failed
to go off, but she later found out that car alarms
only go off when trying to enter a car with the

door handle. Instead,
the robbers smashed the
window of the car open
with a crow bar. Car
alarms remain unaffected
by broken glass, said
Shirley.
Only a few weeks
ago, Shirley received
a call from the police
saying that the robbers
remain undiscovered and
uncaptured.
“There were two things
we were thankful for,”
said Shirley. “They left
our passports and pulled
out bear spray instead of
a gun.”
Both incidents this
summer could have been
so much more serious,
said Shirley. In the midst
of the hard time, we still
had things to be thankful
for.
Rudy and Shirley view hiking and biking in
a different light now. Recently, Shirley visited
Stone Park in Sioux City with her husband.
“Immediately I’m thinking, Okay, where’s my
purse?”
While on the road biking, they often remember
Rudy’s earlier encounter with a semi and
wonder if cars and trucks see them soon enough

Dordt receives top ranking in student
engagement poll
Allison Wordes – Staff Writer
Dordt College was recently recognized by the
Wall Street Journal for being #1 in engaging
students.
“I was pretty surprised!” said President
Hoekstra, who has respect for the Wall Street
Journal and its work in researching colleges.
These results were measured directly from
the students, which Hoekstra believes was an
effective way of reaching right to the source.
The Wall Street Journal didn’t use traditional
sources, such as the average freshman SAT
scores or how many candidates were rejected
to rate the colleges, but it placed more weight
on the student’s post-graduate success and the
students’ own opinions about the quality of their
education.
Core 100 professor and Dordt alumna Mary
Beth Pollema recalls being asked, “How can a
little college in the middle of nowhere get this
kind of recognition?” Pollema said she hasn’t
seen any drastic changes in engagement over
the years, but its only now that Dordt is being
recognized for it.
For the poll, the Wall Street Journal surveyed
fifty students from each college. A college was
not listed if it was as military school, had twenty
percent or more students enrolled online or less
than 1,000 enrolled. Each survey consisted of
seven questions. Those listed first were the ones
that did well in each category.
What does it mean to be engaged? President
Hoekstra described being engaged as the
relationship between the professors and
students.
“Students want to be pushed,” Hoekstra said,
“but should be getting a hug while they’re being
pushed.” He explained that this is not just the
professors’ task – there is a pressure on students
to take the initiative in their learning.
Dordt faculty see engagement as a two-way
street. All agreed that it is the relationships
between teachers and students that makes Dordt
so connected.
“It says something about us,” remarked
Hoekstra, mentioning the four coordinates

to move over.
The two plan to continue biking and hiking,
even though safety remains a higher concern
than before. They may even consider a seato-sea sea bike ride similar to the one they
accomplished in 2013.
“Experiences like [these two] make you look
at things differently,” Shirley said. “When
things happen in life, you learn from them, but
they keep affecting you.”

The rushin’
Russian red
river
Heath Brower – Staff Writer

of Dordt – one of these which is Religious
Orientation. He said being rooted in our
religious orientation is what makes faith-based
schools such as Dordt College so successful.
Hoekstra used the illustration of a three-legged
stool to describe the involvement of faculty
on Dordt’s campus: student services, campus
ministries and the faculty. Without even one of
the legs, said Hoekstra, the structure could not
stand.
At the top of the Wall Street Journal list were
religious, or faith-based, colleges. “Absolute
dominance” of religious schools was declared
over other schools, the reasons being a “strong
sense of community” and “shared values.”
Freshman psychology major Alexa Feltz said
she feels challenged in her faith by coming here
from a public high school.
“There’s a couple factors why I came – I
felt God here,” said Feltz, who is used to high
standards in education and wants her professors
to challenge her.
Feltz especially enjoys the small class sizes. “I
have the opportunity to feel more comfortable –
I can ask more questions,” she said.
Dordt ranked 419th in the total list of colleges.
With a score of 50.1 out of 100, there is still

room for improvement.
A lowering factor was college environment,
meaning the campus’s diversity. While Dordt
has many international students, the small
number of students attending lessens the
effectiveness of any claim based on percentage.
Although Dordt was ranked 3.3 out of 20 in
environment, Pollema is confident that rates are
increasing. Dordt currently has a 10% diversity
rate, with Sioux Center being 17%. Although
Dordt was ranked 3.3 out of 20 in environment,
Pollema is confident that rates are increasing.
Programs that encourage families to become
in involved in their education, such as Juntos
(“Together”) which Pollema helps direct, reach
out to this group.
The journey of college education is more
important to students than the resulting stats
such as placement rate, retention rate, debt,
graduation rate or other factors. Hoekstra
recognizes that these are not what a college
experience is all about.
“It’s hard to be engaged,” said Hoekstra.
He believes that a student’s education is their
responsibility. “When we give our best efforts,
God appreciates that.”

Bloody rivers?
For many, this phrase brings to mind the Bible story
of Moses commanding the Nile River to turn to blood.
However, it appears that the Daldykan didn’t need
Moses to turn the water to blood.
Within the last month, pictures of the reddened
Siberian River have rushed through social media,
leaving people around the world in awe and full of
concern.
Russian authorities investigating the incident
suspect that a major mining operation called Norilsk
Nickel was most likely responsible for the river’s
grotesque appearance.
Norilsk Nickel, the major mining and smelting
enterprise, holds control over one of the largest
deposits of nickel, copper, and palladium in the world.
Unfortunately, the operation also has a reputation for
polluting the environment. According to the New
York Times, the Norilsk Nickel plant emits “two
million tons [of sulfur oxides every] year,” leading to
severe amounts of acid rain all around the town. As
a result of these pollutants, an area “twice the size of
Rhode Island” is considered a dead zone.
However, the river’s red hue was not a result of
sulfur oxides, but instead of iron oxides - more
commonly known as rust. The iron oxides came from
the slurry discharge ponds around the Norilsk plant
on Sept. 5, which overflowed because of abnormally
heavy rains. The slurry ponds are filled with iron
oxides and other waste products found in the copper,
nickel and palladium ore that is removed during the
smelting process.
Following the overflow of the slurry ponds, the
waste seeped into the Daldykan, leaving a wake of
red residue along its banks and flood plain due to the
heavy rainfall.
The Norilsk Nickel cooperation released a statement
stating that the pollutants would not be a hazard to
human health. However, some environmentalists
disagree with the company’s statement, because
pollution from the slurry ponds might hold traces of
the heavy metals being refined in the plant that are
toxic to humans if consumed.
Several days later, Norilsk Nickel shared pictures
of the river, which had reverted back to its normal
green-blue color. However, the Russian Ministry
of Natural Resources says they will continue to
investigate to determine the exact threat the spillage
poses. Regardless, if a river is red - whether thousands
of years ago or today - it is probably best to avoid it.
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Organ renovation and recital prove organ music hasn’t
gone out of style
Ashley Huizinga – Staff Writer
Have you ever wondered why the music
building is kept so cold in the summertime?
The blame - or blessing - of this phenomenon
lies primarily with Dordt’s own Casavant Freres
organ, on prominent display in the front-andcenter area of the B.J. Haan auditorium. The
instrument, installed and dedicated in 1979,
is actually of far more “delicate” make than
its huge metal pipes, thick oak panels, and
impressively-resonating sound would imply.
“The mechanics of an organ like this one
are significant,” said Mario, one of the two
Casavant men camped out in the organ loft area
for ten days last month as the organ underwent
some maintenance and renovation. “Little
things like humidity can affect the pipes and
the leather, causing the metal to expand, and
changing the sound.”
The renovation involved the replacement of
some of the leather in the bellows that controls
air pressure, which drives the sound of each pipe
in a mechanical organ - as well as calibrating
the springs and balancing the bellows of the
instrument. Since the installment of the organ
in 1978, little maintenance has been done, so
this renovation was well-deserved and long
overdue.
“The art of the organ is actually inside,” said
Sylvan, another of the Casavant employees
at work on the project. “Many musical
instruments are included [in the range of a
single organ]: trumpets, saxophone, bells. And
of all musical instruments, the pipe organ is the
most complicated.”

Each organ built and installed by the Casavant
Freres company (“the Casavant Brothers”)
earns its own product number, and Dordt’s
organ is marked by a small plaque engraved
with the number “3360” above the manuals.
This plaque differentiates the instrument from
the many others built over the 137 years of the
company’s existence, including the three other
Casavants in the Sioux Center area.
Dordt’s organ boasts over 2800 pipes and
37 stops. Organs worldwide are famous for
their “different beautiful colors and qualities
of sounds,” but Dordt’s organ is distinct and
stand-out for its clarity of voicing, its bell-like
“cymbal stern” stop, and its rich, full sound.
“You can feel [the music of it] in your bones,”
Sylvan said, pounding his chest with a fist.
After the completion phase of the renovation,
the Music Department hosted an “Organ
Showcase Recital” featuring pieces by Director
of Keyboard Studies MaryLou Wielenga and 9
organ students - three of them beginners, having
started just this semester or the summer before.
There were over 100 people in attendance at
the concert - a noteworthy number for a Dordt
recital, especially with other events going on
around campus at that time.
The organ studies program, headed by
MaryLou Wielenga and Matthew Geerlings,
invites students of any level to experience the
instrument first-hand. The number of students
in the program fluctuates from year to year, but
generally averages around 10 or 12. This year,
10 students are enrolled in the lessons.
“Anyone with a good piano background
can learn,” Wielenga says. “There are a lot of

exciting
possibilities
for a new instrument at
Dordt, but especially
this one; the organ
involves some good,
hard work, but it’s doable.”
In
addition,
the
organ is known for
being an instrument of
worship. The power,
volume, and depth of
the instrument’s sound
inspires an attitude of
awe and reverence as
a prelude to a church
service, serving as an
effective call to worship.
“There’s a need for
young people playing
the organ in churches
these days,” Wielenga
noted. “For people to
lead worship with the
organ - the kind of
instrument that offers
strong
volume
for
congregational singing,
especially in large churches.”
To Dordt students and potential organists,
the Casavant employees say: “Keep playing.
Maybe one day, you’ll be famous and we’ll see
you visit us in Montreal!”
Until then, be sure to mark your calendars
and planners for the free and open-to-the-public
organ concert and master class of organist

Olivier Latry - “internationally-known as one of
the top concert organists in the world,” who will
have been brought to Dordt as part of a concert
series funded by Wielenga’s predecessor Joan
Ringerwole. The concert will be held in the B.J.
Haan auditorium on Nov. 17, and the Music
Department expects the fill the hall with casual
visitors and organ enthusiasts alike.

Gary Johnson: Hillary Clinton’s foe?
Caeden Tinklenberg – Staff Writer
Save for an act of God, Trump will lose on
Nov. 8. There’s no way to get around it; he can’t
muster the number of votes necessary to win.
He is currently too far behind, and slipping
further every week.
There are 538 electors in the Electoral College.
To win an election, a candidate must receive a
majority of 270 votes. There are multiple ways
to divide up the electoral map to get 270. The
way it stands now, Clinton has basically locked
down 155 votes to Trump’s 90. The remaining
votes are still in the air. Some lean towards
Trump, but more lean towards Clinton. Ten
states, totaling 112 votes, are so close that it is

impossible to predict which way they will fall.
If the election happened today and the
undecided votes were divided equally, Hillary
Clinton would win in a landslide. Indeed,
Hillary would put up 312 votes; Trump, only
226. Trump isn’t likely to rebound from the
polling decline that he experienced consistently
this election.
But there are more than just two candidates
who can win electoral votes. Third party
candidates can win states—although it hasn’t
happened since 1968. The political climate
this year provides a unique opportunity for
third party candidates to make their presence
known in presidential politics, and the odds are
especially good in two states. Gary Johnson is

polling competitively in New Mexico, and Evan
McMullin is likely to win Utah (if Johnson
doesn’t steal too many of his votes).
If a third party candidate took home a state’s
worth of electoral votes, that would be historic.
But New Mexico and Utah alone are not going
to change the outcome of the election. However,
there remains an opportunity for other states
to join the effort. If voters in a majority of the
undecided states (especially Pennsylvania,
Florida, Ohio and North Carolina) coordinated
a vote for the highest polling third party
candidate, Hillary would not be able to
sequester the electoral votes necessary to clench
the Presidency.
If Clinton is not able to obtain the 270-vote

majority, the election falls into the hands of
Congress, who may vote to elect one of the
three candidates with the most electoral votes.
This phenomenon put John Quincy Adams in
the White House back in 1824. Considering
that Congress may make the decision and that
a number of incumbent statesmen eagerly
denounce Trump, Johnson has a fair chance of
winning. It’s a long shot, no doubt, but it is a
possibility. If a few large Republican PACs
decided to back Johnson, it wouldn’t take long
to put him in the running with both Trump and
Clinton in key states. Given Trump’s proclaimed
yearnings to be free of the GOP “chain,” it
wouldn’t be surprising if we see Johnson
receive major backing in the homestretch of
this election.

Zika Virus vs. Hurricane Matthew
Anna Veltkamp – Staff Writer
The Zika virus gained massive media attention
during its most recent outbreak in the spring
of 2015. In Apr. 2015, the nation focused its
attention on nightly news broadcasts to watch
the virus slowly advance towards America. The
steady perseverance of the Zika virus seemed
unforgiving…until, that is, Hurricane Matthew
struck.
Though Hurricane Matthew wrought terror
and destruction on Haiti, there seems to be a
silver lining in one of those clouds: a temporary
halt in the progression of the Zika virus.
Hurricane Matthew’s heavy rain disrupted the

breeding cycle of Aedses aegypti, the mosquito
that carries Zika, and many of the insects have
washed away.
Slow to repopulate, mosquitos that carry
Zika faced the full wrath of this tropical storm.
Ben Beard, chief of the Bacterial Diseases
Branch in the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s Division of Vector-Borne
Diseases, said “We associate severe rain
events like tropical events and hurricanes with
increases in nuisance mosquitoes, not with
disease-spreading [mosquitoes].”
Hurricane winds, flying debris, torrential
rains and flooding are all capable of disrupting
bodies of stagnant water which act as breeding

grounds for Zika-infested mosquitos. The
impact of each event may therefore delay future
infections. Together, the forces of Hurricane
Matthew may temporarily alleviate the spread
of the Zika virus.
Not all would agree that the Zika virus may
be so easily tamed. Dordt biology professor
Jeff Ploegstra said that Hurricane Matthew
may cause the people of Haiti to be exposed
to “increased incidence of diseases spread by
insects.”
“People are stressed and may become
malnourished– weakened immune systems
make them more susceptible to acquiring the
disease and disease symptoms may be more

severe,” Ploegstra also said.
Only time will reveal Hurricane Matthew’s
impact on the Zika virus. Until experts know
whether this tropical storm slowed or bolstered
Zika, scientists may only continue their research
in search of a vaccination. Today, vaccinations
are not allowed for public use.
“Large scale human trials on several Zika
vaccines are slated to begin in early 2017,”
Ploegstra said. “Some human clinical trials
have already been approved.”
Thus, even in the event that Hurricane Matthew
did increase infections, there is still hope within
the scientific community for conquering Zika.
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Political pulse on campus
Steve Kelly – Staff Writer
As we head into the final few days of the
Presidential election, Dordt students are letting
their voices be heard. Almost 500 students
expressed their opinions in a recent survey
conducted by the College Republicans club.
The results are featured below and will
be used to guide discussion in an upcoming
debate among students. This debate will feature
students who are active in politics, and they will
be debating whether to vote for one of the two
major political parties, a third party, or not at all.
This debate will take place Tuesday, November
1 at 7:00pm in SB 1606.
As you take a look at the data, here are a few
observations:
• Most students identify as Republicans – This
may come as no surprise to most of us, but the
data gives us a better understanding of the exact
percentage. Three out of four students identifies
as Republicans which is a very strong majority.

• Republicans are not completely behind
Trump – Only 61% of self-identifying
Republicans are set on voting for their nominee,
Donald Trump. However, there are still a
significant number of undecided voters who
could potentially be swayed in his direction.
• A significant percentage is still undecided
– This election cycle has led to an increased
number of undecided voters. This is a sign that
people on both sides of the aisle are frustrated
with the candidates they have to choose from.
• Independents do not lean to either side – The
two major party candidates only make up 26%
of independent voters, a group that normally
decides a close election. Half of independent
voters would rather not vote at all or remain
undecided.
Students were asked at the end of the survey to
comment on which issues they would most like
to see debated. Most of the responses reflected
answers from the previous question about
which issues are most important; however,

a significant number of students wanted to
hear more debate about the national debt and
environmental policy, two issues that have
received little attention in this election.
A few students saw the open comment section
as an opportunity to express their frustrations.
One student said “I would just like to see a
civil and productive debate, period.” Another
wondered “How did we end up with these
candidates?”
Our opinions might be set in stone, but perhaps
they be changed in the final three weeks of the
election. A similar survey will be conducted
right before the election to see if tides have
changed.
Survey Results:
Which political party do you most closely
identify with?
Republican Party 76%
Democratic Party 6%
No Party / Independent 15%
Other 3%

Who are Dordt’s RAs, CDAs and LCAs?
Mandi Wikstrom – Staff Writer
“All they do is plan things.”
“They help create community in the dorm.”
“We really don’t know what they do; they’re
kind of just there.”
“They invest in the lives of people in the
wing.”
Students across campus have heard of the
acronyms of RA, CDA, and LCA. However, do
we know what these positions really involve?
By talking to the students who hold these
positions, we can get a better view of what
actually goes on behind the scenes.
A Resident Assistant (RA) is defined as a
person who resides in the dorm and oversees a
certain division of the building. He or she plans
events and is there for anyone who needs help.
Nick Geels, one of the North 2nd floor RAs,
said, “We give people someone to go to. For
some people, college is a breeze; for others, it’s
tougher; and for others, it’s impossible,” said
Geels. “As an RA, I’m still there for people to
say hi and knock on their door once in a while.
The main reason is to build relationships and to
get people connected.”
RAs go beyond the typical stereotype of just
planning wing events. They also have many
meetings they are required to attend.

Jalyn Vander Wal, the West Hall 2nd Floor
RA, said, “People underestimate how much
time we put in. Setting aside time to talk to each
person on your wing is a big time commitment.
I love it! But doing that plus homework is a big
obligation,” Vander Wal said. “I didn’t choose
the RA life, but the RA life chose me.”
LCA, in comparison, stands for Learning
Community Assistant. They live in the dorms
with the students, but not many people know
what they do.
Amy Smith, the West Hall LCA, said LCAs
are usually more academically-focused.
“The best part about being an LCA is meeting
with 7 girls one-on-one, weekly. We do talk
about academics, but I also get to ask them about
life and get to know their stories personally,”
Smith said. “Something that people don’t
realize is that we work with specific students,
but we are also available for anyone who is in
the dorm.”
Students do not realize that LCAs are there for
the benefit of students’ academic learning and
success.
The apartments, on the other hand, offer a
different sense of leadership than underclassmen
residence halls. The Community Director
Assistants, or CDAs, are similar to RAs, but
they are located in the apartments and oversee a

larger physical area.
Annie Sears, one of the Kuyper Apartments
CDAs, explained her job as follows:
“I foster a welcoming campus atmosphere,
enforce campus policies, and coordinate allapartment, singular building, and floor events.
Simply, I create opportunities for people to make
meaningful connections with one another.”
“I’m not sure that people realize how much
we actually do care,” Sears added. “We don’t
take joy in busting parties or enforcing the
rules. Those are necessary parts of our job, but
our favorite thing is building relationships and,
as our title suggests, developing community.”
Chris Soodsma, the other Kuyper Apartments
CDA, said, “The best part about being a CDA is
dictating the fun - you get to choose what kind
of fun goes on around campus.”
A majority of CDAs chose to apply for the role
because they were former RAs. These students
wanted to continue engaging and connecting
with other people in that way.
All of these positions are fundamental to
the Dordt College community. Although it’s
common to hear RAs, LCAs, and CDAs say
that their jobs are a huge time commitment,
they also love what they do.

Hunting for graduate schools
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer
Some of us just can’t get enough school—17
years’ worth simply isn’t sufficient. For those
who crave more education, enrolling in a
graduate school is often the next step.
The experience has been likened to taking on
the initial freshman college search, part two,
except that this time, you’re actually an adult.
Adulthood means that you have to consider
things such as the cost of living near your
desired institution and the jobs available in
the area (and the jobs available through your
institution). You also must decide what kind of
program you’re looking for: master’s degree?
doctorate? certificate? a combination of the
three?
With so many choices, the search becomes
overwhelming fast. Even if you won’t be
applying to graduate school until next fall or the
following fall, it doesn’t hurt to start thinking
about grad schools in advance.
Here’s advice from seniors who are familiar
with the process of applying to graduate
schools:
“Most professions have associations to get

involved with, so look into yours and see what
they say,” said Kylie Van Roekel, who applied
to occupational therapy programs. She used
the list of accredited schools provided by the
American Occupational Therapy Association to
discover programs and find each school’s list of
prerequisite classes.
“I narrowed down my options by the cost of
the school and cost of living in different areas
of the country,” Van Roekel also said. “I’ve
been told to not look at the price tag of graduate
schools, but it is something that cannot be
ignored. If you go to state school in the state
you live in, your tuition will be cheaper. If you
live at home, you will save a couple bucks there
as well.”
Finally, Van Roekel advises against
procrastinating on beginning applications.
“There are always obstacles and roadblocks that
you may encounter,” she said. “Pay attention
to deadlines because they come up quickly,
especially as a busy college student trying to
balance all other areas of life.”
Rebekah De Penning, who is currently
applying for engineering graduate programs,
advises looking for opportunities to do research

at your graduate institution. “Look at the list of
faculty in your intended program, and find ones
whose research you think sounds interesting. If
you contact the faculty saying you’re interested,
they may be interested in having you research
for them. If they can get you a research position,
you’ll get some funding.” Funding is a helpful
factor to consider when choosing a school.
Shannon Vander Berg, who was recently
accepted into medical school, said that she found
the Medical School Admissions Requirements
(MSAR) very helpful as she researched the
prerequisites for each program. “It’s important
to start looking at it early so that you’re certain
you’re meeting all the requirements for schools
you might be interested in,” Vander Berg said.
“The MSAR also has data on the schools which
helps you determine what might be a good fit.”
Vander Berg provides a final word of advice
for graduate school applicants: “Apply as
broadly as you can, and don’t be afraid to throw
your application out there. You never know
what doors might open up!”

Which of the following would best describe
your political ideology?
Mostly Conservative 45%
Somewhat conservative 26%
Moderate 13%
Somewhat liberal 7%
Mostly liberal 2%
Libertarian 4%
Other 2%
Socialist 1%
Which issues are most important to you in this
election?
1.
Economy
2.
Abortion
3.
Foreign Policy
4.
Immigration
5.
National Debt

Student
Symposium
and you
Ana Timmer – Staff Writer

Student Symposium: a group made up of
about 15-18 students who represent different
parts of the student body. East, West, North
and Covenant all have representatives from
Hall Council. Pre-professional programs like
Education, Engineering and Nursing also have
reps who are elected by students within the
departments. There are also officer positions
such as Officer of the Press, Officer of the
Archives, and the Financial Officer.
The Symposium Constitution states that the
role of Symposium is “to pass information
from the students to the faculty, staff and
administration, and vice versa, in order
to promote positive communication and
interaction among all groups. Symposium also
serves as the financial board for all student clubs
on campus, organizing and processing funding
requests as well as distributing funds.”
While this sounds nice and democratic, what
purposes does the group serve?
First, Symposium makes decisions about
clubs. Without Symposium, clubs like hockey,
FACT Club and Ag Club wouldn’t exist. All of
these clubs have been Symposium-approved
and funded.
Second, Symposium represents the student
body.
“Symposium has its power because it
represents the students,” said Junior Chair
Renee Ewald. Unless people understand and
care about the role Symposium plays on this
campus, Symposium cannot create change that
will benefit those it represents.”
Ewald also said, “It is an avenue through
which student concerns and suggestions can be
processed and addressed. Symposium is a great
resource for people who want their voices to be
heard.”
Senior Chair Caeden Tinklenberg echoes
Ewald’s sentiments on the power of Symposium.
“Like Renee said, we are a voice recognized by
both administration and the Board of Trustees.”
Either you’re a freshman who’s never heard of
it, a senior already looking towards graduation,
or a sophomore/junior with your schedule as
full as you can make it. But no matter what
grade you claim, Student Symposium has an
impact on your student life.
If you want to know more about what
Symposium is and what we’re currently
discussing, feel free to come to our meetings
held every Wednesday from 5-6 pm in the
Kuyper Loft.
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Time to do Dordt differently?
Josh Bootsma
Despite
Computer
Service’s
humble
announcement of the new policy, all of Dordt
College now knows it has to pay thirty dollars
to fix its computer.
Upon hearing this news, I, along with
most other students whose lives are frequently
infected by a computer virus, felt less than
happy. For the past eight years, students have
been able to bring their phones, tablets, laptops
and other electronic equipment to Computer
Services for repairs. For free. This year, for all
but the simplest Wi-Fi connection problems,
students will have to hand over thirty dollars as
an up-front payment. In other words, a school
that charges $36,000 for a year’s tuition is now
charging an additional fee for a service they used
to provide for free. On top of that, a college that
is building a skywalk as part of a project that’s
final phase costs $13 million (because heaven
forbid students walk in the cold for 30 seconds)
is charging $30 for computer repairs.
Chump change for Dordt. But not for students.
Dordt students are not happy. In fact, to use
a word I’ve heard quite a bit, they’re pissed.
College students like to avoid paying for things
in general, but when asked to pay for things
they previously got for free, they get angry.
And rightfully so, says Computer Services
director Brian Van Donselaar. Van Donselaar
perfectly understands the frustrations of
students who feel cheated by Dordt, but he also
wants them to understand the situation in which

Computer Services finds itself.
According to Van Donselaar, Computer
Services made the change for two main reasons.
First, students were abusing their privilege by
bringing in devices that were not theirs (for
example, a parent’s laptop) and were generally
trying to exploit the free service for purposes
beyond those for which it was intended.
Second, tuition dollars were not being well
spent. He said that only about 25% of students
use Computer Services and therefore using the
tuition dollars of all students to fund repair for
only a few is not fair to students.
It would follow, then, that tuition would drop
to account for this change, right? Nope. Quite
the opposite, actually. Now students are paying
more for less, and if they need their computer
repaired, they will have to pay even more for
that which used to be free. When asked about
this, Van Donselaar shrugged and said, “Life’s
not fair.”
Another problem with the new system is that
the fee charged must be paid before any repairs
are even done. Former Computer Services
work-study Chris Slice feels that this fee takes
advantage of students, as the majority of work
done consists of simple things like getting the
appropriate anti-virus protection or backing up
a hard-drive. In his experience, the average task
requires about 15 minutes of labor (although
the total time often takes much longer because
of rebooting, disinfecting, downloading, etc).
But the new policy doesn’t allow for exceptions
beyond simple Wi-Fi connection problems.

That means students are donating $30 to
Computer Services to do a task that they were
not quite confident enough to do themselves,
but took minimal effort on the part of Computer
Services.
But maybe the fault does not lie completely
with the department. Van Donselaar notes that
Dordt Maintenance is not expected to give
students oil changes, so why should computer
repair be any different? Computer Services
has always been primarily about the sustenance
of Dordt devices and networks, not personal
devices of students, and making student repairs
has lost the department tens of thousands of
dollars over the last eight years. Continuing
to provide such a service for free would be
financially irresponsible and not consistent with
the mission of Computer Services, says Van
Donselaar.
Then whose fault is it? If student frustrations
and the actions of the Dordt IT department are
legitimate, then who’s to blame? Perhaps the
Dordt culture is the culprit, posits Slice. “It
comes down to Dordt getting bigger and losing
its ability to focus on individual student,” Slice
said.
“This policy change is an example of a
‘department’ that is losing the ability to fend
for itself and, in order to maintain homeostasis,
is eliminating one of those small things that
makes Dordt special. I don’t blame Computer
Services, I blame the system.”
Slice
thinks
that
perhaps
Dordt
administration’s expectations are the real

problem. He agrees with Van Donselaar that
fixing student computers is not something that
Computer Services is about. But maybe, he
says, it should be what Computer Services is
about. Slice believes there’s too much of an
expectation that Dordt departments should
be run like businesses, a message that is not
consistent with the mentality Dordt claims to
hold dear. If you buy into the idea that Dordt
preaches to its students, that Christians are
called to act as redemptive agents working
“toward Christ-centered renewal in all aspects
of contemporary life,” then maybe more of that
kind of mentality should be seen in Dordt’s
dealings with its own students. Maybe we should
follow the lead of other Christian colleges like
Grove City, Wheaton and Northwestern and
provide a service simply for the sake of service.
Maybe we could do college differently and
provide students with a privilege that doesn’t
make sense on paper, but does make sense
when viewed through the lens of what Dordt
students want and what administration claims
to be about.
Dordt is not a business. It’s a training ground.
A place to academically prepare disciples for
kingdom work. A haven to learn how to do life
differently — Christianly. And maybe there’s
no way to visualize such a mentality monetarily.
But if I were to try, I’d probably start with about
thirty dollars.

The True Face of Human Trafficking: It Takes Campus
All Forms
Ministries’
unsung hero
Ashley Bloemhof – Co-Editor/Staff Writer

Brown eyes blink slowly behind thick, dark
lashes. He smiles. His words drip with a sticky
sweetness. Ramon is a charmer, he’s the object
of a teenage girl’s dream and he’s talking to
your daughter.
Youthful exchanges often appear as nothing
more than a harmless game of teenage bliss,
with the only loss being a temporary broken
heart. But what may begin as complimenting
and sharing phone numbers could lead to a
much larger loss. As Ramon knows, all it takes
is a single night of winning a girl’s heart to
produce multiple nights of selling her soul.
Former FBI agent Anna Brewer told
Ramon’s story to a crowd of roughly 100 victim
service providers and community members
attending last month’s Human Trafficking
Basics training at The Ridge in Sioux Center.
Brewer, who spent years working human
trafficking cases in Iowa, understands the
business of selling souls just as well as those
committing the crime.
“It puts a fire under me,” Brewer said. “That’s
what keeps me going.”
Chris Spangrud, a human trafficking specialist
with the Salvation Army’s Fight to End
Trafficking Program (SAFE-T), joined Brewer
at the day-long event hosted by the Family
Crisis Center. The two expert speakers shared
victims’ stories, explained the jargon used in
the trafficking business and offered multiple
awareness tips.
Before attending the event, Dr. Shawn R.
Scholten, an Iowa Licensed Mental Health
Counselor, said much of what she learned was
“alarming, saddening, and scary.”
“A thought that has often come to me about the
conference material was the level of depravity
in our society.”
In instances of sex trafficking, the homeless
and run-away populations make for easy
targets. Yet Brewer and Spangrud asserted that
a pimp – the person selling a man or woman,
girl or boy, to perform a sexual act – is more
likely to ‘groom’ potential victims as opposed
to abducting them off the streets.

Grooming takes many forms. A pimp may
buy a young boy an expensive toy, or pay
for a woman to get a manicure. The most
common grooming tactic comes in the form of
compliments and promises of love.
And it works.
Brewer showed attendees a video Ramon
agreed to participate in a few months after
authorities arrested the young man for sex
trafficking. The video, according to Brewer,
trains individuals and communities about the
traffickings. The authorities asked the 18-yearold pimp what he looked for in a potential
victim. Ramon slouched in a metal chair as he
mumbled that he always looked for someone
who seemed vulnerable - not someone from a
high-class family who acted “stuck-up,” but a
girl who appeared to lack confidence.
Ramon began working as a pimp after
his aunt and uncle persuaded him to move
in with them after high school, Brewer said.
After pampering him with alcohol and drugs,
Meredith “Mary” and Nate told their nephew
that he needed to start paying rent. The easiest
way to do that, they said, involved earning his
share by participating in their trafficking ploy.
Accepting the role, Ramon became the recruiter
for the group and put those long lashes to work.
But their scheme could only last so long.
One afternoon, Ramon flirted with two
teenage girls, ages 13 and 15, and invited them
to Mary and Nate’s house for the evening. Mary
and Nate entertained the girls, offering them
drugs and alcohol. When early morning came,
Mary told them “that pot ain’t free.”
To cover the cost of that evening’s high, Mary
brought these young women to an apartment
that she forced them to rent, a maneuver that
would keep her name from being listed on
the rental paperwork. She locked them in the
apartment and arranged for clients to visit and
have sex with the 15-year-old girl. During
breaks within clients, the girls could find little
solace in their surroundings. A mattress - the
sole piece of furniture - lay on the floor, and a
blue blanket hung in the window.
Freedom beckoned on the third day.
On that chilly Nebraska morning, the girls

looked out the window and saw a man start his
car to warm up the vehicle. This, they believed,
would be their opportunity to escape. After the
man shut the door to his apartment, the girls
bolted for his car. “They ran out of the apartment
so fast,” said Brewer, “that the 13-year-old did
not even have any shoes on.”
The girls put distance between themselves
and the apartment until they lost control of
the vehicle and got in an accident. Authorities
arrived on the scene, and an FBI investigation
later busted the traffickers. Mary and Nate soon
joined Ramon in prison.
In the back of the room at the Sioux Center
training stood a table littered with crayons,
paper and coloring books. Brewer and Spangrud
encouraged attendees overwhelmed by the
weighty information to mentally detox at the
table.
“As I went home that day, my heart was
heavy,” said attendee Julie Vander Wel, Director
of Homicide Services at Family Crisis Center.
“It scares me to think that even though my son
is a grown young man, his children someday
are also going to have to be taught what can
happen.” Vander Wel believes education and
endurance play leading roles in addressing
trafficking at its core. To her, open dialogue
makes for better awareness within communities.
“We need to keep learning as we go,” Vander
Wel said, “and keep fighting for these young
girls and boys.”
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Danny Mooers – Staff Writer
Alex Geleynse, the Discipleship Coordinator
at Dordt College, has become well-known
around campus as much more than another
friendly face.
“Alex wants to spiritually pour into everyone
he interacts with. It is clearly one of his goals,”
said junior Nathan Struyk.
Alex and his family were in a difficult place
two years ago, after Geleynse graduated with
his Master’s Degree in Occupational Therapy.
“We didn’t know what to do. I had just gotten
my Master’s Degree, but we felt called to
ministry,” Geleynse said. “So my family took
a chance, and we are so happy here at Dordt.”
His role as Discipleship Coordinator has
already placed him in charge of organizing
PLIA and AMOR, but he also feels a sense of
freedom within his job. For example, Dordt
has given Alex permission to experiment with
things that the Lord has put on his heart.
In his time here, he has developed a
discipleship group which educates students on
how to become disciple makers and has also
taken on a mentorship role for several students
across campus. He does all of this work with
one overall goal in mind.
Alex also has a position as an assistant coach
for the men’s soccer team, which he sees as an
extension of his already-broad ministry field.
“Alex offers a lot of spiritual guidance in
many areas on campus. He puts his ministry
goals above anything else at Dordt,” said junior
Reggie Hostetler.
Geleynse has especially become known for
doing all of this work with one overall goal in
mind.
“When I see students leave Dordt, I want them
to be intentional creators and disciples makers,
to seek love and save the lost,” Geleynse says.
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GPAC welcomes University
of Jamestown to its ranks
Christian Zylstra – Staff Writer

After months of planning, preparing and
hoping, the University of Jamestown has a
new home within the Great Plains Athletic
Conference.
The GPAC and University of Jamestown
held a joint press conference on Oct. 13 at the
Foss Wellness Center on Jamestown’s campus
to announce the new conference affiliation
between the conference and university.
Jamestown will officially be the 12th member
of the GPAC on July 1, 2018.
“This is a great day for the University of
Jamestown, Jimmie Athletics and our studentathletes,” said University of Jamestown
Athletic Director Sean Johnson in an official
press release. “This is an opportunity for us
to be associated with one of the best NAIA
conferences in the country.”
The GPAC Council of Presidents met at
Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska, on
Oct. 11, where they voted and surpassed the
necessary 75 percent approval votes to welcome
in Jamestown.
“Jamestown brings everything we want in a
Great Plains Athletic Conference school,” said

GPAC Commissioner Corey Westra.
Westra added that Jamestown’s makeup,
including its faith-based nature, robust sports
offerings and their desire to move forward were
major factors in the decision to welcome the
university into the conference.
In an age of conference realignment and
continuous change, a forward outlook is
important to embrace.
“Change is something that we look forward
to, and this change in particular is going to
bring many rewards for future student athletes
wearing the Jimmie uniform in the years to
come,” said University of Jamestown President
Robert S. Badal, Ph.D.
This press release marks the second addition
to the GPAC in recent years. College of Saint
Mary (Nebraska), an all-women’s college,
joined the conference in 2015.
Nebraska Wesleyan University’s move from
the GPAC to NCAA Division III in July of 2016
keyed the search for another GPAC member
school.
Jamestown will finish this academic year and
the next as a member of the North Star Athletic
Association before moving to the GPAC for the
2017-18 academic calendar.

Jacob Lewis returns to Dordt
Clarissa Kraayenbrink – Staff Writer
On Mar. 24, Lewis was driving back to
campus after a job interview near his home in
Glenwood, IA, when he smashed into a truck.
“I remember getting gas and saying bye to
my mom before I left,” Jacob Lewis said. “I
remember getting on the highway, and then
that’s all I remember until I woke up two weeks
later.”
It was a snowy and icy day when Lewis’s car
hit a patch of slush heading north out of Merrill,
IA, and collided with a semi-truck. The collision
flipped the semi, and Lewis’s car was totaled.
First responders from Mercy Air Care in Sioux
City, IA, came in a helicopter to pick Lewis up
and take him to the hospital. Dean of Chapel
Aaron Baart, Dean of Students Robert Taylor
and Assistant Basketball Coach Derek Keizer
drove down to Sioux City where they hoped
they could meet and pray with Lewis.
“The medical staff invited Derek and I into
where they were prepping him for a life flight,”
Baart said. “There, we got to pray over him and
over the doctors and nurses as they scrambled.
It was scary. Even some of the nurses were
crying and his life certainly seemed [to be] in
jeopardy at that time.”
Not much time passed when the medical staff
determined that they could not care for Lewis in
Sioux City. In critical condition, they airlifted
him to Omaha, NE, where he received over
24 hours of surgeries. Lewis suffered many
fractures, most notably in his vertebrae and
pelvis.
“What was really remarkable — and a miracle
from God, for sure — was that he did not sustain
any head injuries,” said men’s basketball head
coach Ross Douma. “But really from his neck
down to his knees, he had something that was
broken or injured virtually every four inches.”
Lewis was eventually moved to Madonna
Rehabilitation Hospital in Lincoln, NE, where
he relearned how to stand and walk and perform
activities of daily living. The basketball team
visited him while he was at Madonna to lift his
spirits and get his mind off rehab for a while.
“There was a lot of joking and normal talk,”
Lewis said. “They did a good job of not dwelling
on [the accident] or talking about it too much.”
Rehab progressed well in the coming months,
even allowing Lewis to return to Dordt and to
his basketball family this fall. He found the
toughest part of his rehab to be not necessarily
the physical aspect, but the mental.
“I had to ask my parents and nurses for
everything,” Lewis said. “That was pretty
tough, being a 19-year-old college student

living on my own. That was probably the worst
— having to rely on everybody for everything
from feeding me to getting a glass of water.”
Lewis said this experience will help him relate
to others better as he plans to become a physical
therapist someday.
“I’m looking forward to being on the other
end of it,” Lewis said. “My therapists at
Madonna and at home think it would be a good
way for me to relate with patients who come in,
knowing what they’re going through. Being in
the hospital and then the rehab center and then
outpatient, it’s helped me make my decision in
that area.”
Back at school, Lewis is working with Dordt’s
athletic trainers two to three times a week to get
his strength and coordination back. Although he
won’t be on the basketball court this season, he
will be helping out the team in other aspects as a
student manager, encourager and friend.
“He’s been a real, positive example of
somebody who just keeps on fighting,” Douma
said. “He had two concussions during the
season last year that kept him out and he was
undeterred. He had a rough freshman year, in
many regards. It would’ve been easy for a lot
of people to just throw in the towel and look for
another school close to home. But he wanted to
come back and finish what he started. I think
that really speaks volumes about him and his
character and how he was raised.”

Contributed photo

Opportunity Cost Pays Off
Aaron Ladzinksi – Staff Writer
It’s rare to find an athlete who steps away
from a sport for three years only to return on
a whim and compete. It’s rare to find an athlete
who sacrifices the sport he loves to focus on
academics.
Nathan Van Peursem is rare.
Today, Van Peursem is a senior nursing
student at Dordt College in the morning and a
central defender for the men’s soccer team in
the afternoon. However, it wasn’t always that
way.
In high school, Van Peursem played a
commanding defensive role for the Sioux Falls
Christian boys soccer team. Starting in most
matches for several years, Van Peursem grew
accustomed to playing and winning, with four
straight trips to the state semifinals - including
winning back-to-back championships his junior
and senior seasons.
Three years ago, walking across the shaky
stage at the Sioux Falls Christian graduation
ceremony, Van Peursem figured his soccer
days had ended. Torn between preparing for a
nursing career and playing soccer for four more
years, Van Peursem had a decision to make.
“I knew the commitment that nursing school
required, so I was solely focused on becoming a
nurse,” Van Peursem said.
Ask anyone enrolled in nursing school what
it’s like, and their description will be less than
flattering. Hour-long drives to and from Sioux
City for early morning clinicals and mountains
of homework and tests are a few of the many
“perks” for those attending nursing school.
Being forced to decide between two passions
is a difficult position to be in - but for Van
Peursem, it wasn’t hard.
“I figured my studies will last me a lifetime,
whereas my skills with soccer would only be
good for another four years,” Van Peursem said.
This choice didn’t mean that Van Peursem
quit soccer cold-turkey. Intramural soccer indoor and outdoor - helped him practice and
stay connected with the sport. Still, Van Peursem
missed playing soccer at a competitive level. It
wasn’t easy for him, sitting on the sidelines and
watching his friends play soccer for Dordt.
“Every game I went to, I just wished I was out
there playing,” Van Peursem said.

That chance soon came.
Van Peursem graduated from St. Luke’s
Nursing School in December of 2015. No
more early morning clinicals, hour-long drives
to class or studying for exams past dusk.
Van Peursem’s schedule opened up. At the
same time, vacancies popped up on the Dordt
defensive line.
“I never even considered the chance to play
soccer at Dordt College,” Van Peursem said. “I
figured I couldn’t compete anymore because I
took three years off.”
One spring afternoon in March, Van
Peursem chatted about Dordt soccer with a few
current players, including former high school
teammate Cody Van Holland. Van Holland and
Alex Durbin, both senior captains, knew the
tough road ahead with three of the starting four
defenders graduating that spring.
An idea popped into Van Holland’s mind:
get Van Peursem on the team.
“I knew he had the skills back in high
school, and he just got more and more athletic,”
Van Holland said. “Dordt needed a defender
like him—one who doesn’t back down and who
sets the tone.”
Van Peursem thought that his former
teammate was joking. He soon forgot about
the idea, but Van Holland wouldn’t let it go.
After discussions with Dordt men’s soccer
coach Craig Stiemsma, the idea turned into an
opportunity.
“I told him if he put in the work, he would
play,” Van Holland said. “And that’s what I told
Stiemsma, too.”
Van Peursem, worried about not being able
to keep up after three years away from playing
competitively, decided to practice with the team
during spring camp.
“Nathan worked out with the team all spring,
and even though he was not able to play in the
spring games because of eligibility, we could
see his potential,” Stiemsma said.
After spring practice, Van Peursem spoke
with Van Holland and Stiemsma, telling them
both he was going to play.
That decision is now paying off for both sides.
“Nathan is one of the very best defenders in
our conference,” Stiemsma said.
Van Peursem has started in 12 of Dordt’s 15
matches so far, missing three games due

Featured athlete Alex Durbin
Clarissa Kraayenbrink – Staff Writer
Alex Durbin is a senior business administration
major from Omaha, NE. His jersey number is
22 and he plays midfield on the men’s soccer
team.
While leading the team in goals scored this
season, Durbin’s received several accolades:
NAIA National Player of the Week, and twice
GPAC Offensive Player of the Week.
Q: Why did you choose Dordt?
AD: I am actually an oddball when it comes
to why I chose Dordt. None of my parents or
siblings or grandparents went to Dordt. I was
looking for a school that had engineering and
soccer, so that narrowed down my options. But
I seriously Googled “engineering and soccer
colleges” and Dordt popped up, so I came,
visited and loved it!
Q: What is your favorite part of Dordt now?
AD: The community is hands-down the
best part. All of the friends and teammates I
have made over the past four years have been
awesome.
Q: When and how did you start playing
soccer?
AD: I started playing soccer when I was 4
years old. My dad loved soccer and coached
me from when I was four until I was 16. He
is a huge reason why I love soccer, and he
would definitely tell you that he has taught me
everything I know.
Q: What kind of leadership role do you have
on the team?
AD: I think that as a captain, my biggest role
on the team is to lead by example. I am someone

who is going to work my butt off in order to
motivate those around me. I do everything with
the attitude of putting in 110 percent so I can
lead and encourage my teammates.
Q: If you could give any piece of advice to
freshmen, what would it be?
AD: It would be to take risks in life; those
risks will either work out or you will learn from
them. We are all still super young and I think
this is the time in our lives to go out and chase
what we want. That sounds super cliché, but it’s
true. I think this is the time in our lives when
we can take risks and they can pay off - if they
don’t, then, oh well. You learn from it and you
move on.
Q: What is your dream job?
AD: My dream job has stayed the same since
I was about 6 years old. I want to play soccer
overseas somewhere. That is something I want
to pursue when I graduate college. Just playing
semi-pro somewhere overseas is something that
I would love to do.
Contributed photo
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Much Ado proves to be more Coloring bonds Defenders
than nothing
young and old
Ashley Huizinga – Staff Writer
The stage is set. 1950s Hawaii. More Hawaiian
shirts than you’ve ever seen in your lifetime
and dresses that any Disney princess would
kill to wear. Crooning renditions of “Sh Boom
Sh Boom (Life Could Be a Dream),” birdsong
and...Shakespeare?
Dordt Theatre Art’s production Much Ado
About Nothing opened last week on the
Thursday evening of Defender Days, with a
Saturday matinee and evening performance
following.
For this play, the cast brought their respective
characters to life with wit, sparkle and hilarity
in ample measure. Even the small touches - for
example, the ushers being in character as they
directed guests to their seats - proved delightful.
“This has been one of my best assignments
- that is, as a member of the prince’s watch,”
said Constable George Seacole (aka junior Josh
Bootsma).
The staging was also beautifully done, with
nearly seamless lighting transitions from night
to day and back again. The designers’ and
crew’s attention to detail gleamed in sharp
relief even before the first scene began, with
palm tree silhouettes, calm purple lighting and a
mysteriously-lit bungalow window.
“The stage extensions took a couple of months
to build,” said freshman crew member Victoria
Brander. “This is my first time building for Dordt
and my first time at the actual performance. I’m
excited, but nervous because I’ll notice every
little thing, from the scuff marks to the divots in
the rocks from people walking on them. Still, so
far, it’s been really satisfying.”
Senior Nathan Ryder and sophomore Janelle
Cammenga played “the sensible Benedick” and
“sweet Beatrice,” both delivering liberal doses
of sass, sarcasm and put-downs on both sides
and leaving the audience crowing in delight.
Each conversation between the two quickly
became “a skirmish of wit,” doing full justice
to the original script that must be heard to be
believed. Beatrice/Cammenga’s “base though
bitter disposition” matched up well against
Benedick/Ryder’s “noble strain of approved
valor and confirmed honesty” as “the prince’s
jester.”
Being a reproduction of Shakespeare’s own
Much Ado About Nothing, the dialogue was
quick, cutting and appropriately pretentious as
befitting the 16th and 17th century playwright.
While some lines and unfamiliar words might
have required context and clarification to be
fully understood, it could be said that the cast did
their part very well. After all, what’s a flubbed
line or two when those lines contain such words
in common conversation as “enigmatical,”
“vigitant” and “poniards”? From “I could not

endure a husband with a beard on his face” to
“If they were but a week married, they would
talk themselves mad,” I found myself laughing
at all the right moments and holding hushed
silence for the rest of the two hours and twentytwo minutes.
Favorite part? Which favorite part? Are you
referring to freshman Aidan Bender’s entrance
from stage left, wearing the deepest scowl
I’ve ever seen anyone pull off in sandals and
a flowery Hawaiian shirt? Perhaps junior Ellen
Inggrid Dengah’s masterful hula during the
masquerade dance? Or maybe the coordinated
and wistful girly sigh of junior Erica Liddle
and sophomore Makiela Shortenhaus? Senior
Nathan Ryder’s pretended toothache? Audience
selfies with the guards at intermission?
Freshman Harrison Burns’ wiggling finger
motion as he pronounces the weather to be
“drizzling rain”? Senior Eric Rowe’s squeak of
nervous laughter at approaching the formidable
Leonato (aka senior Kyle Fosse)? Ah, but you
must be referring to Benedick/Ryder’s rising
falsetto as he composes a love poem to woo his
lady.
In short, the show proved to be “a fantastical
banquet; so many strange dishes.”
“You are tedious,” Leonato/Fosse accuses his
neighbors, and he speaks true - but the whole of
this play proved far from tedious.
“This is my third time watching the show,”
said freshman Alisha Giesselmann. “All my
friends are in the cast, and it’s different enough
every night that it’s really worth going more
than once.”
Audience members left with smiles, cast
members left with flowers and I walked away
with another great memory attached to Dordt’s
Theatre Arts Department.
Did I enjoy this production? Well, no more
than reason.
Much Ado doesn’t officially strike until the
night of Saturday, Oct. 20. Until then, it’s worth
doing your best to catch one or two of the next
few performances, held Oct. 20, 21 and 22 at
7:30pm.
Photo by Luke Venhuizen

A story of two lovers portrayed across a stage
so beautifully without a single word spoken
can only be done by the intimate art of dance.
The flexibility, the power, the trust that was
demonstrated on stage captured the attention
of hundreds as Travis Wall’s Shaping Sound
Dance Reimagined preformed across many
venues in the Midwest.
Wall’s company opened their tour in Sioux
Falls, SD, on Oct. 11 at the Washington Pavilion.
They moved their way through Nebraska, Iowa,
Minnesota, and Wisconsin before ending their
Midwest leg on Oct. 18 in Indianapolis, Indiana,
then heading on over to the East coast to finish
the tour.
This show includes many big names in
dance, with Travis Wall being the most wellknown.
Wall came bursting onto the dance scene in
2006 when he placed second in the hit show
So You Think You Can Dance (SYTYCD).

Sunlight poured through the Campus Center
windows while upbeat music played quietly. A
soft hum of conversation provided a friendly
undertone for the people coloring at different
tables. Curly-haired toddlers gazed around the
open space with wide eyes.
Amid the bustle of Defender Days, students
and visitors alike found peace and quiet at
“Color Creations” in the Grille area on Saturday.
Seniors Carlie Jansen, Hope Kramer, Rachel Du
Mez, Vanessa Van Gorp, Emily Visser, Brittany
Ryks and Jordyn Visser hosted the event as part
of their senior seminar project.
“It was cool because we had to work together,”
Jansen said. While one person usually does the
heavy lifting in a group project, Jansen says
that she appreciated all of the group members
working together to come up with ideas and
carry them out in ways that would impact the
community and student body.
The seniors originally thought of doing a
mural event, but they realized it would be
messier than was convenient. Instead, they
wanted something easy to monitor and good for
kids.
“We thought, What interests college students?
Free T-shirts,” Jansen said.

This mindset inspired the “Color Creations”
event, in which students and visitors could color
free T-shirts or coloring pages. The seniors were
unsure how popular the event would be, but all
of the tables filled with participants within 15
minutes of the event’s beginning.
The group ran out of free T-shirts by noon,
even though they started with 150.
“They should just have this available every
single day,” said sophomore Kylie Van Wye.
Van Wye discovered the event by accident
while walking through the Grille, but she was
quickly won over by the idea.
Freshman Alisha Giesselmann was one of
those participants coloring at a table with her
friends.
“I’m too much of a perfectionist, so it’s taking
me too long to color,” Giesselmann said with
a laugh, but she didn’t seem to mind the extra
time spent talking with the people at her table.
“We were thrilled to have so many people
come together in community and relax,” Jansen
said.
All in all, the event was a successful few hours
for the senior art students, the community, and
the student body.

Photo by Luke Venhuizen

The Accountant – Wholly
Incalculable
Kyle Fosse – Staff Writer

Shaping Sounds and
shaping minds with dance
Luke Venhuizen – Staff Writer

Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer

Since then, he has gone on to become a worldrenowned choreographer after returning to
SYTYCD as a choreographer in season 7.
Over the years, he has earned numerous Emmy
nominations and won his first Emmy in 2015.
Wall is not the only SYTYCD alum who
is dancing with Shaping Sound. Audrey Case
was a top ten finalist in season 9, Matthew
Kazmierczak was top 6 boys in season 9, and
Gaby Diaz was crowned champion of season
12. These examples are just a few names who
have graced the stages of both SYTYCD and
Shaping Sound.
The show itself was just short of 2 hours,
including a ten-minute intermission. The
display consisted of mainly contemporary and
jazz styles of dance and tackled a dreamlike
story of two lovers who were separated until
death finally brought them together.
The show served to prove that dance is a bold
but effective story-telling technique that Travis
Wall definitely does well.

What an odd movie.
I don’t mean that as a bad thing; certainly, I
suspect that it was quite a good movie. I just
don’t know what to make of it.
It’s not an action movie, per se, but it does
involve a lot of action scenes (which I thought
were quite good). It’s more of a drama, though
not a typical drama by any means. Let me just
try to sum it up, without giving too much away:
Ben Affleck plays Christian Wolff, a brilliant,
troubled, highly-autistic accountant who works
for some very… exclusive clients around the
world. His work and upbringing make him a
very dangerous man, guided by a moral code
and excessive OCD. Hunted by a treasury agent
(J. K. Simmons) and aided by a sprightly young
accountant (Anna Kendrick), he uncovers
surreptitious financial dealings in a robotics
company. Just as he gets too close to the
assignment, things quickly go south.
It’s a little bit like A Beautiful Mind mixed
with the Jason Bourne trilogy. If the story of a
bad-ass accountant dropping bodies like Bourne
and hunted by hit-men doesn’t spark your
interest at least a little bit, then this film might
not be for you.
Affleck plays it cool and stolid throughout,
which contrasts nicely with the brightness
which Kendrick brings to the scene. It’s a good
ensemble, and they play off each other well.
Directed by Gavin O’Connor, who you may
know from Warrior or Pride and Glory, the

film flows, narratively, and turns out to be
surprisingly human – not in the normal actionmovie-swelling-music sort of way – but in
some very genuine and real moments; although,
at times, it did feel a bit stinted. Long
expositional dialogue scenes and constant
flashbacks managed to subvert some of the
interest in the main through-line.
Underscoring it all is a constant peppering
of dry humor, whether in dialogue or visual
language, which tints the film nicely with some
much-needed warmness.
Seamus McGarvey, who earned two Oscar
nods for his work in Atonement and Anna
Karenina, acts as cinematographer. The visual
style of the movie flips back and forth, much
like our protagonist – at times almost entirely
motionless and calculated, and at times
shaky and almost indiscernible. While that
style could have been distracting, I thought it
complemented the film, and it didn’t feel like an
excuse to cop-out of good action.
Throw in some moody and unconventional
lighting techniques, a few moments of true
visual poetry and you have yourself an overall
original and visually-engaging movie.
So it’s a lot of good – good cinematography,
good story, good action, great cast. It’s not
the sort of movie that leaves you pondering
the meaning of life, but it’s much more than a
shoot-em-up thriller. There’s a lot to it. None
of its individual elements make it particularly
great, but the sum of it overall makes it a very
fine movie.
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Juggling Club ups the game Swinging for the Pennant
with flaming torches
Cory Van Gilst – Staff Writer

Kyle Fosse – Staff Writer
On Friday night, passersby outside of Kuyper
Apartments were treated to a unique juggling
performance by senior engineering student Eric
Rowe and senior digital media student Connor
Neal. The two juggled flaming torches before
the Fall Music Festival.
“Juggling fire was pretty intimidating at first,”
said Neal, who juggled torches for the first time
on Friday. “But once I actually started juggling,
it was really fun and exciting.”
The event marked the third torch-handling
experience while juggling for Rowe, who
founded the juggling club on campus last year.
Since its inception, the club has grown from one
or two regular members to a handful of about
eight weekly members of varying skill levels,
said Rowe.
Rowe has been juggling since about the age
of eight, and he has since developed himself in
skill level and various tricks. When he arrived
on-campus, he heard that Dordt alumnus (then a
student) Chris Geels had juggled torches in the
B.J. Haan auditorium as a Talent Extravaganza
(TX) act. Rowe and Geels juggled torches
together during exam week last year.

“It’s sort of the next level,” said Rowe in
regards to juggling flaming torches. When
he was twelve, his father and brother passed
torches over him, and the image has stayed with
him as inspiration.
“It was really fun to watch,” said freshman
Alisha Geisselmann. “When you don’t know
the people, it’s cool, but when you do know
the person juggling, you’re just sitting there
cringing the entire time.” She said she would
definitely be interested in watching the group if
they performed with fire again.
Rowe hopes to juggle again next weekend on
Saturday, Oct. 22, with his father, who will be
visiting from Washington.
The juggling club meets every Wednesday,
from 6:30-8:00pm, in the Science Building
lobby near Jacob’s Ladder. The high ceiling
space there allows for high throws, says Rowe.
While the Defender Days weekend offers
parents the opportunity to watch various
sports games, interact with the faculty and
staff members on-campus and watch theatre
productions, these attractions are now joined by
the spectator event of the Juggling Club to offer
a fuller, more extensive experience.

After 2,430 regular season games, two Wild
Card game show downs and 15 total Division
Series games, the 2016 MLB season comes
down to four teams vying for two spots in the
World Series.
With the National League and American
League Championship Series underway, the
Chicago Cubs, Los Angeles Dodgers, Toronto
Blue Jays and Cleveland Indians all seek the
elusive pennant.
The playoffs featured three-game sweeps by
both the Blue Jays and the Indians, as well as
series-winning comebacks by the Cubs and the
Dodgers.
In the National League, the Cubs seek to end
the longest championship drought in history,
while the Dodgers look to compensate for
years of postseason failures. In the American
League, the Cleveland Indians hope to follow
the Cavaliers’ example and deliver two

Senior short film gets rolling
Eric Rowe – Staff Writer

Opportunity Cost Pays Off,
cont.

to a leg injury. On the field, Van Peursem has commanded the defense, taking control with his
physical, aggressive play. He’s also scored a goal off a header directed from a corner kick.
“Taking that role as a center defensive back is definitely challenging, and he’s done more than
enough to impress me,” Durbin said. “He’s been a huge impact in just about every single game he’s
played.”
And when soccer ends, Van Peursem still has a career path to fall back on.
From scrubs to shin guards and preventing illnesses to preventing goals, Nathan Van Peursem is
rare.
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championships to a long-starved city, while
Toronto attempts to conjure some postseason
magic and make it to the World Series after
winning a do-or-die Wild Card game.
The playoffs already witnessed Boston Red
Sox legend David Ortiz’s final at-bat, Chicago’s
four-run ninth inning to clinch the National
League Division Series with the San Francisco
Giants and a 10th inning series-winning push by
Toronto. Fans have witnessed pitching battles
and big hits – everything that one might hope
for during postseason.
Who will be the last team standing when the
dust settles in November? Either the Cubs will
finally break the team’s curse, or the Dodgers
will upend the squad’s dream. Either Toronto
or Cleveland will be rewarded after waiting in
anticipation for the final seven-game.
Dordt students can watch the ALCS on TBS
and the NLCS on FS1. The 2016 World Series
will air on FOX.

The process of writing, directing, producing
and editing a short film in just one semester
is full of challenges, but senior Kyle Fosse
says that the most intimidating step of the
project is already behind him. After months
of preparation, Fosse recently started shooting
footage for his capstone digital media project
“The Way Out.”
Fosse came up with the concept for his senior
practicum last year—how people cope with
depression and grief—and then wrote the script
over the summer.
In his script, Fosse tells the story of Amber,
played by senior Eliana Radde, in the wake
of tragedy. Amber must find a way out of her
situation by choosing either to find beauty in her
world or to escape her reality.
Fosse, Radde and fellow actor Nathan Ryder,
along with four volunteer crew members, are
now three weeks into the shoot.
Ryder, who is experiencing filmmaking for
the first time, is surprised by the little things
that can derail a scene and soak up time, such as
unexpected rain or annoying mosquitoes.
On set, Ryder said that he’s noticed evidence
of Fosse’s experience and attention to detail. As

well as bringing snacks for every shoot, Fosse
will always have someone setting up the next
scene while shooting the previous one.
In terms of choosing the needed angles and
shots, Ryder said, “[Fosse] has it down to a
kind of science. He just has to piece it together
before he can actually see it.”
Fosse wrote and directed “Defector” for the
short film class last fall, and he said that the
experience gave him confidence to take on
a larger role this semester. As well as being
both writer and director, Fosse is also acting as
producer, editor and cinematographer.
Digital Media senior practicum does not
necessarily entail a short film. Final projects
can be styled to a student’s particular interests,
and past projects have included case studies and
documentary editing.
In his freshman year, Fosse had a small role in
the short film class production. Through being
on set and films for class and personal projects,
Fosse’s interest in narrative film grew, so he
said that the process of creating a short film –
daunting as it may be - was an easy choice for
his senior practicum.
Shooting for “The Way Out” is set to continue
through November, with a public showing in
December.

